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1. IT services for patent information dissemination
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The JPO is providing IT services with users for patent information, 
in addition to the online filing services or others.

by INPIT
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Patent information is a key driver for business development in utilizing 
Intellectual Properties (IP). 
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1. IT services for patent information dissemination
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The main role of the JPO regarding patent information is providing 
accurate and basic primary information.
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Add values

 Providing accurate and basic primary information
 Creating a market environment for the private service providers

Promote data exchange with 
foreign agency

Completeness

Correct errors/missing data
Accuracy

Reduce data delivery delays
Timeliness

Strengthen information security
Security

Service trends
Latest technologies

【JPOʼs role】

Japan Patent Office

1. IT services for patent information dissemination

The JPO disseminates patent information in the policy of four perspectives.
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The JPO has multi-channels to provide patent information.
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J-PlatPat is a service for beginners and advanced users to 
retrieve patent information. 
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Machine translation is involved in these services.
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2. J-PlatPat (Japan platform for patent information) 
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URL: https://www.j-platpat.inpit.go.jp/

 130 million domestic and foreign 
publications 
- Patent, Utility model, Design, and Trademark
- Examination records, Trial/Appeal info.

(updated 1 day after the reception)
- Legal status, Global dossier information

 Simple and user-friendly interface.
- “Simple search” with keywords without 

the specification of advanced criteria
- AI-based machine translation

Over 100 million accesses per year

J-PlatPat is IP data search service of JPO (run by INPIT), and
one of the largest, internet-based patent information databases in Japan.



JPO

2. J-PlatPat (Japan platform for patent information) 

English User Interface has been provided since May 2019.



Searchable by
text, classification, 
number, applicant, 
etc.

2. J-PlatPat (Japan platform for patent information) 

IP documents can be retrieved by using several search items.



2. J-PlatPat (Japan platform for patent information) 

Search results are shown as the images below.



2. J-PlatPat (Japan platform for patent information) 

J-PlatPat is linked to One Portal Dossier for users to obtain dossier 
information of foreign offices as well as that of JPO. 
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Functions Release timing

Patent Legal Status Data During 2023FY※1

CSV Output of Search Result List

End of 2022FY※1

Number Search for Unpublished JPWO※2

※1 Fiscal year in Japan starts from April and ends in March.
※2 JPWO (Saikohyo-tokkyo) is a publication related to a national phase of PCT application in Japanese.

JPO quit publishing JPWOs since 2022, renovating the official publication system.

2. J-PlatPat - Updates planned

Three major updates will be performed in J-PlatPat. 
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2. J-PlatPat - Updates planned (Legal status data)

The Status of Trademark is available on J-PlatPat, but the Status of Patent 
is not at present.
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The Model of WIPO Standard ST.27 The Model of Japan

Converted

2. J-PlatPat - Updates planned (Legal status data)

The JPO created the Prosecution Model based on ST.27 in accordance 
with the Japanese patent prosecution system.
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Planned Update

Now

4.Grant
F11:IP right granted 

following substantive 
examination

Stage + Event of WIPO ST.27

JPO plans to provide the Patent Legal Status Data on J-PlatPat. (image 1)

2. J-PlatPat - Updates planned (Legal status data)
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4.Grant  F11: IP right granted following substantive examination

2. J-PlatPat - Updates planned (Legal status data)

JPO plans to provide the Patent Legal Status Data on J-PlatPat. (image 2)
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4.Grant  F11: IP right granted following substantive examination

2. J-PlatPat - Updates planned (Legal status data)

JPO plans to provide the Patent Legal Status Data on J-PlatPat. (image 3)
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Now

Planned Update

2. J-PlatPat - Updates planned (Legal status data)

JPO plans to add two search options on J-PlatPat.



24Japan Patent Office

500 or fewer

※Only registered users can use CSV Output function.

Click to download

2. J-PlatPat - Updates planned (CSV output)

Search Result Lists can be downloaded as CSV files, if the number of 
the result is 500 or smaller.
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Document 
no.

Application
no.

Filing
date

Publication
date Title Applicant/

Right holder FI Abstract Publication
no.

Publication no. of 
examined application

Registration 
no.

Appeal or trial 
no. Other Document

URL

CSV Output Function (Currently provided)

CSV Output Function (Planned to be newly provided)

Lists of search results up to 500 documents can be downloaded as CSV files.

Lists of search results up to 3000 documents can be downloaded as CSV files, 
but the abstract will be omitted.

2. J-PlatPat - Updates planned (CSV output)

JPO plans to provide new function to download the lists of search results 
up to 3000 documents as CSV files.
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Number of a national phase of PCT 
application in Japanese  

※JPO quit publishing JPWOs since 2022,
renovating the official publication system.

2. J-PlatPat - Updates planned (JPWO No. Search)

JPO plans to provide Number Search for a national phase of PCT 
application in Japanese after quitting publications of JPWOs.
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Until the update, OPD Retrieval function is available when you would like 
to check a national phase of PCT application in Japanese.

2. J-PlatPat - Updates planned (JPWO No. Search)
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3. Machine translation services 
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Japanese DB

・Publications info
・Examination records

DB

Foreign DB

Application 
documents

Publications 
information

Applicants

for retrieving foreign publications

Machine translation
from Japanese
to English

for Japanese documents to be 
easily understood 

Japan Patent Office

Machine translation
from Foreign language
to Japanese or English

JPO

Foreign IP Offices

Foreign users / examiners Japanese users / examiners

The JPO is utilizing machine translation for foreign and Japanese users. 



J-PlatPat

JP translated full text 
of CN/KR 

Patents/Utility models 

JP Publication and 
Examination records

EN translated 
JP documents

Real time 
translation

Machine Translation 
Platform (MTP) 

JP → EN

CN → JP
KR → JP Batch

translation

30Japan Patent Office

mainly for 
foreign users

mainly for 
Japanese users

The JPO has developed Machine Translation Platform (MTP) 
which translates in real-time mode and in batch mode.

3. Machine translation services 
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One of machine translation engines equipped with MTP is a trained 
Neural Machine Translation (NMT) engine.
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NMT

Artificial neural network

Training using corpus with deep learning 
and representation learning

3. Machine translation services 



Japan Patent Office

J-PlatPat／OPDJ-PlatPat／OPD

32

Real-time translation
（no accumulation / translating each time ）

MTP

JP→EN
translation

English 
translation

Batch translation
（with accumulation）

Japanese 
documents DB

Japanese 
text

J-PlatPat／OPDJ-PlatPat／OPD

CN/KR publications DB

MTP

CN→JP
KR→JP

text
Original 

text

translations
Japanese 

translations

There are pros and cons in real-time translation and batch translation.

text
Original 

texttranslations
Japanese 

translations

no need for time to translate 
and accumulate

be able to use the latest 
translation engine

not be able to do keyword 
search for translated 
documents

need time to translate and 
accumulate

not be able to use the latest 
translation engine

be able to do keyword search 
for translated documents

（ pros cons）＋ －
＋

－

＋

－

－

＋

3. Machine translation services 
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Translation target Main translation engine
Patent publications
(description, etc.) NMT

Patent publications
(title of the invention) SMT

Examination documents, etc. NMT
Bibliographic information/
Non-patent publications RBMT

Translation target Main translation engine
Patent publications
(description, etc.) NMT

Patent publications
(title of the invention) SMT

Translation target Main translation engine
Patent publications SMT

JP EN

CN JP

KR JP

Japan Patent Office

The MTP uses different translation engines depending on target 
documents or bibliographies. NMT: Neural Machine Translation

SMT: Statistical Machine Translation
RBMT: Rule-Based Machine Translation

3. Machine translation services 
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4. Patent Information Retrieval APIs
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JPO

Patent

Utility model

Design

Trademark

API

Registered Users

request

Data

Japan Patent Office

APIs provided by the JPO enable users to retrieve patent information 
directly in their programs or Apps. 
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Types of APIs Formats of files Limits of access 
per day

１ Application History JSON 400
２ Application History(simple) JSON 400
３ Divisional information JSON 30
４ Priority information JSON 30
５ Applicant name JSON 200
６ Applicant code JSON 200
７ Patent number reference JSON 50
８ Applied document XML (in a ZIP file） 100 or 500※
９ Office action document XML (in a ZIP file） 100 or 500※
10 Notice of Reasons for Refusal XML (in a ZIP file） 100 or 500※
11 Cited document JSON 50
12 Registration information JSON 200

※ 500 access per day for commercial providers if they are JPOʼs Bulk Data download service users 
and provide the data via their services.

There are several types of information provided by the APIs.

4. Patent Information Retrieval APIs
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As of 31st August 2022

※ History information is also provided via Bulk Data download service.

※

Corporate users are the main users for the APIs, and history 
information is the main target to be retrieved.

4. Patent Information Retrieval APIs
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 Individuals
- for obtaining data in research (text mining, translation, etc.)
- for evaluating procedures of examination

 Patent attorneys
- for updating in-house DB automatically
- for making formats of response documents automatically

 Corporate users
- for updating in-house DB automatically
- for monitoring competitorsʼ applications
- for analyzing reasons for refusal

Japan Patent Office

Purposes to use the APIs are different to the types of users.

4. Patent Information Retrieval APIs
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Bulk data download service API service

commercial 
providers

Bulk Data
Download Site

Document information
Bulk data

DB DB

Display document information
only when requested

JPO

These APIs can contribute to lower cost of handling patent information.

4. Patent Information Retrieval APIs



https://ip-data.jpo.go.jp/pages/top_e.html
40Japan Patent Office

Detailed information about the APIs can be obtained on the website below.

4. Patent Information Retrieval APIs



Thank you!


