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Article 4 IP LAW
• 1. Intellectual property rights mean rights of organizations and individuals to
intellectual assets, including copyright and copyright-related rights, industrial property
rights and rights to plant varieties.

Intellectual property 
rights

Copyright and 
Copyright-related 

rights

Industrial 
property rights

Rights to plant 
varieties
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Functions and tasks:

• Develop policies and laws on IP and initiatives.

• Organizing the establishment of industrial property

rights and registering industrial property rights

transfer contracts:

➢Patent;

➢ Industrial Design

➢Trademark

➢Geographical indication

➢ Layout-design of semiconductor integrated circuit
➢ Other: trade secrets, trade names and right to repression of unfair

competition.

• Building IP information databases and searching

tools; publish IP gazette.

• Suply public services on IP.

• Implement measures to protect the legal rights of the

State, organizations and individuals in the field of

industrial property.

• Training, propaganda, consulting and support on IP

(SUPPORTS FOR IP ASSETS DEVELOPMENT, TISCs

networks…).

• International cooperation on IP.

• Manage IP representation activities and IP appraisal

activities nationwide.

• Organize scientific research and statistics on IP.

The National Patent Office - the predecessor of the 

Intellectual Property Office of Viet Nam 

(IPVIETNAM) was established on July 29, 1982.

Overview of IP Office 

Services
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Luc Ngan lychee and Binh Thuan dragon fruit are 

protected geographical indications in Japan
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BEFORE 1993

• Vietnam's Industrial Property Official Gazette has been 

published periodically since 1984.

• April 16, 1987: Implemented the Project "Developing 

industrial property activities in Vietnam and building 

the National Patent Documentation Center" (Project 

VIE/86/038) supported by WIPO.

• At the end of this period, the Patent Office has a 

warehouse of patent information including:

➢ 11 million patent descriptions from 18 countries and two international 

organizations;

➢ Millions of patent directories from 52 countries;

➢ Tens of thousands of patent gazettes from countries around the world.

• Equipped with many modern means to serve 

information search needs such as computers, 

microfilm readers, CD-ROM readers, copying and 

printing systems.

THE FIRST NUMBER OF INDUSTRIAL 
PROPERTY GAZETTE WAS PUBLISHED ON 
APRIL 6, 1984

WAREHOUSE OF PATENT MATERIALS
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BEFORE 1993

• Business operations are basically performed manually.

• Personal computers (PCs) are still very strange and are 

prioritized for storing information. Typing documents only 

depends on about a dozen mechanical typewriters and a few 

9-needles printers.

• Protection titles are typing from the original document, 

sometimes having to make some corrections by hand (add 

formulas, drawings, tables; label with glue...)

• From 1981-2000, IPVIETNAM received nearly 8,000 patent 

applications, over 10,000 industrial design applications and 

about 50,000 trademark applications.

TRADEMARK REGISTRATION NO. 01
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The CD-ROM contains patent information

The number of readers comes directly

PERIOD 1994-2000

❑ By the end of 1994, IPVIETNAM had a warehouse of 

documents including: 14 million patent descriptions from 

21 countries/international organizations; 6 million patent 

abstracts from 15 countries/international organizations 

(US, GB, FR, DE, SU, JP, EPO, WIPO...); Official gazette of 

trademarks and designs of 9 countries and of WIPO.

❑ IPVIETNAM has proactively created a database of Vietnam's 

industrial property information to serve appraisal work and 

the public.

❑ Every year, thousands of readers come to exploit 

information at the Reading Room of the IP Library.

❑ During this period, WIPO supported the IPVIETNAM with 

hundreds of search reports of inventions to serve the work 

of examining patent applications/utility solutions.

❑ Complete the electronic database system with the ability to 

directly link with WIPO's global information network 

WIPONET, allowing organizations and individuals to search 

via the Internet.
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PERIOD 1994-2000

• Start using computers at work but don't have a 

centralized management software yet.

• The application receiving department has built 

its own industrial property management 

sofware for use (mainly Foxpro and later 

Microsoft Access). 

• However, the data is fragmented. 

➢ Examiners have to search 3-5 separate systems 

that are not connected to each other and take a 

lot of manual notes. 

➢ After the protection certificate is granted, the 

information is only kept at The application 

receiving department without any department 

knowing to update the information for 

examination or application administration. Vienna Classification Cabinet
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Digital transformation Journey

Since applying automation in the process of administering industrial 

property applications, IPVIETNAM has almost completely transformed 

from manual labor tools with many errors 

to applying centralized management software.
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MOIPA PROJECT supported by 

the Japanese Government and 

JICA
In 2000, the Modernization of IP Administration in 

Vietnam (MOIPA) Project was implemented, 

supported by the Japanese Government and JICA, 

opening the process of modernizing industrial 

property management at the National Office of 

Intellectual Property.

The project focuses on: 

(1) building an IPAS management software with a 

series of different functions, related to most 

departments in the IPVIETNAM; 

(2) build a centralized database; 

(3) standardize and numbering Administrative 

documents related to IP,...

MEMORANDUM SIGNING CEREMONY FOR MOIPA PROJECT, 
DECEMBER 15, 1999 IN HANOI
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MOIPA PROJECT supported by the Japanese Government and JICA
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IP Administration System from MOIPA Project

(Start 2000  ---> End: Dec 2022)

Every year, dozens of IPAS versions are changed to fix minor errors and amend to 
comply with new legal regulations.



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Other Projects supported by the Japanese Government and JICA 

Thanks to the success of the MOIPA project, the NOIP continues to successfully implement subsequent projects 

also funded by the Japanese Government, including:

✓ UTIPINFO Project "Application of Intellectual Property Information in Vietnam" (2005-2009); 

✓ Project "Strengthening enforcement of intellectual property rights in Vietnam" (2012-2017);

✓ Project "Improving the capacity to process industrial property applications at the National Office of 

Intellectual Property" (2021-2023);

The projects are the building blocks for integrating scientific and technological data, building e-government, 

implementing level 4 administrative procedures, implementing digital transformation, etc. that the Ministry of 

Science and Technology is assigning the IPVIETNAM to implement in the current period.
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On September 24, 2018 in Geneva, Director General of

IPVIETNAM Dinh Huu Phi and Director General of WIPO

Francis Gurry signed a MOU to implement the Industrial

Property Application Management System (WIPO IPAS) at

the IPVIETNAM.

Launching ceremony of the project "Implementing the WIPO IPAS 

industrial property application management system" organized by 

the IPVIETNAM on November 01, 2018

WIPO IPAS supported by WIPO



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

WIPO IPAS

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN: From Jun 2019

INVENTION: From Feb 2020

TRADEMARK: From Nov 2022
(From Dec 2022, stop the NOIP IPAS system which is a product 

of the MOIPA Project – JICA – 1999-2022: used in >20 years)

WIPO PUBLISH: Beta Version: from Nov 2019

Office Version: 01 Sep 2022
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WIPO IPAS

Internal Search Tool

IP gazette
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❖ Building online public service software to connect to the government's public 

service portal

❖ Developing Trademark search system

❖ Investment projects in IT infrastructure: servers, transmission lines

❖ Developing software to calculate labor norms

❖ Developing a statistical and government reporting software

❖ Developing software for document management (state management function, 

different from IP registration applications) (done)

Projects that have been/are being 

implemented by IPVIETNAM:
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Software to support drafting patent specifications for TISCs network

Online training software (DL-101 Vietnamese version)

https://e-learning.ipvietnam.gov.vn
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IP Portal

IP Gazette
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WIPO PUBLISH – DIGITAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LIBRARY FOR PUBLIC USE

http://wipopublish.ipvietnam.gov.vn/
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Diversify IP information sources for the Vietnamese 

public: WIPO Patent Scope, ASEAN Patent Scope 
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Diversify IP information sources for the Vietnamese public: 

Global Brand Database, ASEAN Trademark View
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Diversify IP information sources for the Vietnamese public: 

Global Design Database, ASEAN Design View
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Workshop on “Patent information search for the Network 

Technology and Innovation Support Center (TISC)” by IPVIETNAM 

in coordination with WIPO, Vietnam Academy of Science and 

Technology held on March 25-26, 2019 in Hanoi

IP INFORMATION

❑ The IP Gazette and IP digital libraries IPLib, WIPO 

PUBLISH... are updated monthly, serving the 

information search needs of organizations, individuals, 

research institutes, universities and businesses.

❑ International classifications of IP are translated and 

updated annually.

❑ IPVIETNAM organizes many training courses on 

searching IP information nationwide in many forms 

(online, offline) for different target groups, especially 

universities, research institutes and businesses.
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Current difficulties and challenges:

Policy- Environment:

• Regulations Vietnamese law has strict regulations on the 

storage of paper documents (time limit, contents...);

• Digital transformation in Vietnam is not synchronized at all 

stages and government agencies.

Resources:

• Lack of financial resources;

• Lack of human resources (many examiners and IT experts 

transferred to the private sector);

• Workflows are sometimes not properly organized.

→ The backlog of applications is still large.

IT Infrastructure:

• Digital signatures have not been applied to examination 

work;

• Still receiving paper documents and having to scan and 

OCR, it takes a lot of time;

• The search tool for examiners has limited features and does 

not use AI;

• The data is not yet clean.
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Thank you for your attention!

nguyenthuhien@ipvietnam.gov.vn
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