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|. Evolution of registration activities

- Changes caused concerning the procedures in application
filings and grants (registration) in the year reported:

In 1999, application filings and registrations totaled
121,861 and 123, 656, respectively.

-Trends or areas experiencing rapid changes in the year
report ed:

Application filings in 1999 increased about 9,000 in
conparison with the precedi ng year

Il. Matters concerning the generation, reproduction, and
di stribution of secondary sources of trademark infornation,
(i.e., tradenark gazettes)

-Publication, printing and photocopyi ng technol ogi es:
Not hi ng particular to report

-Major public notices published by the Japanese Patent
Ofice in the trademark information field.

The trademark gazettes and docunments published totals in
1999 are:

Tradenmar k gazettes: 124, 000
Appeal and trial decisions gazettes: 3,850
Li sts of registration: 869
Lists of registration (renewal): 48, 000
Fi nal disposition |ists; 0

-Wbr d- processi ng and office automation:
Not hi ng particular to report

- Technol ogi es used for generation of trademark information
(e.g., printing, recording, mcrofilmng, phototypesetting,
and the like):

The Japan Pat ent Ofice (JPO-published tradenmark
docunents are offset printed. Trademark printing plates are
phot oengr aved. The above four Kkinds of gazette printing
pl ates, excluding trademark gazettes, are nmade using a direct
process.



I1l. Matters concerning classifying, reclassifying, and
i ndexi ng of trademark information:

-Classification and reclassification activities:

The JPO had enployed the 6th Edition of the N ce
International Cassification since April 1992 and the 7th
Edition since January 1, 1997. Since April 1, 1998, the JPO
has inplemented a “Rewiting Systeni where tradenarks
regi stered accordi ng to conventional Japanese classifications
are converted into international classifications.

-Codi ng system used, for exanple, Vienna classification
for marks graphic el enents:

The JPO enploys a unique Japanese coding system for
classification of marks graphic el enents.

As for letter-form trademarks, free words produced from
pronunci ation are applied as search keys and used to search
letter-form trademarKks. In 1999, approximately 78,000
letter-form trademark applications were received and their
pronunci ation data was produced for the conputer search
system

-Use of electronic classification systenms to check the
classification synbols filed by an applicant and which are
contained in the lists of goods and/or services:

Use of an automatic system to give simlar group codes
contrasting the “Designated goods and service nanmes” |isted
on the application filed by the applicant wth “a table
corresponding to codes (simlar group codes) indicating
goods, service nanes and classification, goods and service
group in simlar relation”.

-Cbligations for applicants to use pre-defined terns of
the classification to be applied:
None.

-Bi bl i ographic data and processing for search purposes:

On letter-form trademarks, “trademark for display”
represented in regular letters are reproduced for print-out
and screen display and also “trademarks for retrieval” for
|l etter code retrieval (search) are reproduced automatically f
or letter line retrieval.



I V. Establishnment and upkeep of tradenark manual search fil e:

-Fil e generation:
The JTO devel oped the online graphic tradenmark exam nation
system and comri ssioned it to serve in April 1998.

- Updati ng;

Graphic tradenmarks applied for registration are stored in
the online graphic trademark exam nation system as conputer
data at any tine.

-Fornms of storage for mass storage nedia and m crofil ns:

Vari ous ki nds of t rademar k i nformati on, i ncl udi ng
application information, are stored as digital data on
magneti c di sk and M

- Forei gn docunentati on maintai ned and/ or considered to be
a part of the available search file:
None.

V. Activities in the field of conputerized trademark search
systens:

I n- house systens (online/offline):

The JPO has been converting paper-based information data
relating to application and exam nation into electronic data
for the purpose of trademark exam nation and storing of
trademark image data. As of the end of 1999, the JPO had
stored about 2.6 mllion imge data on marks.

The trademark retrieval system developed in 1978, was
designed to retrieve phonetically identical or simlar data
with specific Kkeys. Af orementioned retrieval used to be
conducted in a batch node but, since April 1999, can be
conducted in a decentralized real-time manner.

Al so, the JPO encodes (makes simlar group code) simlar
groups of goods and services and uses them as search keys
together with the above descri bed phonetic search keys.

Since April, 1997, the JPO has been operating the
trademark examnation processing system which supports
multiple functions in drafting, application control and
inquiry, nmaking effective use of search findings, simlar
group codes, and image and application data in order to
I nprove operational efficiency in trademark exam nati on.

Concurrently, since April 1998, the JPO has been operating
the graphic trademark exam nation system which supports
graphi ¢ exam nation and inquiry, using trademark sanple inage
data including graphic terns, simlar group codes and col or
and the |ike.

Also, in accordance with the starting of acceptance of
electronic filing of trademark applications beginning in



January 2000, the JPO has been involved in the devel opnent of
the trademark exam nation support system This system
closely interfaces with the trademark retrieval system and
the graphic examnation system while taking over the
functions  of the aforenmentioned trademark exam nation
processi ng system It also incorporates new functions in
el ectronic drafting, approval and trademark sanple display (6
sanples) in a trademark retrieval result |ist.

- Ext ernal dat abase:
The JPO uses external data, such as tel ephone directories
and press articles, for exan nation purposes.

-Adm ni strative managenent systens (e.g. registration
| egal status, statistics, admnistrative supports, and the
like):

The JPO is operating the following major admnistrative
managenent systens:

a) The application processing system processes trademark
application data and provides online inquiry function about
the | egal status of trademark applications. Wen an exam ner
or an administrative officer inputs a trademark application
nunber from the termnal, the system displays processing
details regarding the application concerned and prints out
the results.

The application processing system also automatically
drafts various notifications and actions with respect to
refusal decisions in the case of non-response from applicants
and decisions of registration in case no opposition is filed.
In the event applicants fail to respond to the notification
of reason for refusal within a specified period fromthe date
on which the notification was dispatched, after they were
served with regard to given applications, these applications
are listed and refusal decisions are automatically drafted
according to list entries. In this instance, file-wappers
applicable to the listed application nunbers are sel ected and
conmbi ned with printed-out docunents.

b) The di spatch processing systemrecords data relating
to notifications served and actions taken, using OCR device.

This system records several itens of nuneric data on

application nunber, kinds of notifications served, and
actions taken and the exam ners’ codes and the |ike, as code
dat a. Items entered in Japanese, such as the applicant’s

and/or attorney’s nanes, contents of notifications and
actions taken and the |like are recorded as facsimle inage

dat a. This system prints out the patent office’ s
notifications and actions taken by the applicant or attorney
and sorts them in order. Finally, the system places these

printouts in envelopes for dispatch, weighs them and
generates mail slips. The system also conpiles statistics



data on mail dispatch
c) The registration system processes registration data
and generates notifications and register entries.

d) The appeals and trials system processes data on
appeals and trials. It al so collects nunerical data on
appeal and trial nunber, category of notification, exam ners’
codes and the like, using OCR device and prints out appea
and trial notifications.

e) The file-wapper control system (a system which
manages trademark application file-wappers for which final
action was taken) enables survey on the existence of
applicable file wappers, or whether desired file wappers
have been reviewed or scrapped.

- Equi pnent used (hardware including term nals and network
used, and software) and networKk:

The JPO operates a conprehensive, integrated system which
i ncorporates the trademark processing system and the search
system as subsystens.

VI. Admnistration of trademark services available to the
public:

- Pl anni ng, managenent, automation and safety:

a) Planning, publication and managenent of trademark
gazettes are perforned?by the JPO Publication D vision. The
Japan Patent Information Organization (JAPIO has been
pl anni ng and publishing trademark application lists on CD
ROV since July 1997.

b) The Nati onal Cent er for I ndustri al Property
Information (NCIPlI) offers counseling services on how to use
gazettes and file applications.

-Col I ection, managenent and preservation;

NCI Pl sorts out JPO published trademark gazettes under
international classification by 42 classes and binds themto
assure long-termpreservation. Also, routine checks are nade
for breakage, spoil age, m ssing books or pages, and the I|ike.

Foreign trademark gazettes are collected through the
i nternational exchange program sorted by issued date or
docunent nunber, and bound for preservation.

-Information service available to the public (including
conputer services):

a) The JPO offers a gratuitous public inspection service
at NCIPI and 8 regional bureaus of International Trade and
Industry and 55 intellectual property centers established in
all prefectures across the country. NCIPI allows public
i nspection of foreign gazettes collected through the
i nternational exchange program



b) Public inspection of conprehensive docunent database:

Online access to the conprehensi ve docunent database is
avai | abl e at NCI PI

(33 termnals), Kinki Regional Bureau (6 termnals),
Chubu Regi onal Bureau (2 term nal s), Hokkai do Regi ona
Bureau (1 termnal), Tohoku Regional Bureau (1 termnal)
Chugoku Regi onal Bureau (1 termi nal), Shikoku Regi onal Bureau
(1 termnal), and Kyushu Regional Bureau (1 termnal) of
I nternational Trade and Industry, and Cki nawa General Ofice
(1 termnal).

i) Docunment nunber-based inquiry service

ii) Nunber, indexing and inquiry service which checks
ot her relevant nunbers from application nunber, publication
nunber, registration nunber, appeal or trail nunber.

c) Public inspection of new conprehensive docunent
dat abase:

In addition to the public inspection service for
unexam ned gazettes, patent gazettes, and the |ike, the JPO
has been offering online inspection of trademark applications
service at NCIPI (27 termnals), Kinki Regional Bureau (9
termnals), Chubu Regional Bureau (3 termnals), Kyushu
Regi onal Bureau (3 termnal), Hokkaido Regional Bureau (2
termnal), Tohoku Regional Bureau?(2 termnal), Chugoku
Regi onal Bureau (2 term nal), and Shi koku Regional Bureau (1
termnal) of International Trade and Industry, and Ckinawa
General Ofice (1 termnal).

Thus, bibliographic and phonetic searches can be
included in a search item

d) Docunent photocopying service has been offered at
cost:

e) Ofer of industrial property information by neans of
the internet:

The JPO has been providing patent electronics library
service, which enables users to retrieve about 40 mllion
pi eces of industrial property information through docunent
nunbers or various classifications on the internet since
March, 1999.

Maj or services on the trademark information to be
of fered are as foll ows:

(1) Retrieval of trademark gazette database:

Docunment nunber can refer to trademark gazettes
publ i shed since 1885. (2) Retrieval of trademark
application and registration informtion:

The trademark publication information (trademark
sanple inmages and the l|ike) can be referred by docunent
nunber through the retrieval using trademarks (for
retrieval).

(3) Retrieval of well-known and fanmous trademarks in
Japan:

The retrieval of registered trademarks that are
regi stered as defensive marks and registered trademarks that



are recognized as well-known and fanmous trademarks in
appeal /trial decision and court decision can be nmade.
(4) Goods and/or service nanes |i st
The classification, designated goods and/or designated
services, simlar group codes, and the |like, can be referred.
In addition, the JPO offers transitional information
on application, registration, and appeals/trials, court
deci sion reports on suits against appeals/trial decision or
| aw guide information, and the |like, as related information.
f) Any person can review application docunents and
registers at the Application Division on request or obtain
certified copies or photocopies thereof on request.

VI, Matters concerning nutual exchange of tradenark
docunent ati on and i nfornation:

-International or regional cooperation in the nutual
exchange of trademark information by the form of gazette:

The JPO exchanges trademark gazettes with 46 countries
(including 2 international organizations).

- Exchange of machi ne-readabl e dat a:
The exchange of machi ne-readable data is not carried out.

VIIlI. Mtters concerning education and training including
t echni cal assi stance to devel opi hg countri es:

a)?Activities and cooperation through Japanese voluntary
contribution to WPO W PO Funds-in-Trust/Japan

?The JPO sent one official as a WPO expert respectively to
the State Admnistration for Industry and Commerce Trademark
Ofice of China, the Departnent of Intellectual Property, the
Sci ence Technol ogy and Environment Agency of Lao People’s
Denocratic Republic, the National office of Industrial
Property of Viet Nam and the Directorate GCeneral of
Intellectual Property Rights, Mnistry of Law and Legal
Affairs of Indonesia to give | ectures and advice on trademark
exam nation

??The JPO accepted a total of 60 trainees from Bangl adesh,
Canbodia, China, India, Indonesia, |Iran, Laos, Mlaysia,
Mongol i a, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, the Philippines and Viet Nam to provide
education and training on admnistration, enforcenent and

exam nation of industrial property rights, as well as IP
information and Ofice automation in IP Ofice with the
cooperation of the Japan Institute of Invention and

I nnovation (JII1).



b) Cooperation to developing countries utilizing other
schenes

? Training for governnent officials

Wth the cooperation of JICA the JPO provided intell ectual
property adm ni stration JI CA traini ng cour ses for
adm nistrative work related to industrial property in non-
APEC devel opi ng countries. The 10 participants were officials
fromBrazil, Colunbia, Cuba, Egypt, India, Kyrgyzstan, Nepal,
Par aguay, Slovakia and Turkey. The APEC industrial property
course was provided for governnent officials working in
i ndustrial property admnistration and exam nation in the
APEC region. The 21 participants were officials from China,
I ndonesi a, Korea, Mexico, the Philippines, Thailand, Peru and
Viet Nam As part of the training courses, the JPO provided
| ectures and patent information search training.

The JPO invited one to three trainees each from Thail and,
the Philippines, Indonesia and Viet Nam as counterparts of
experts dispatched to these countries to provide training in
specialized fields which included |ectures and training on
conputer technology. The JPO also held the fourth APEC/ PFP
training course on nmanagenent of industrial property rights
in Thail and. The 47 participants came from 10 APEC nenber
countries and 2 regions, and there were 22 lecturers from7
countries and one international organization.

In Singapore, the JPO held a Semnar on Intellectual
Property Rights for IP Enforcenent Staff Menbers which was
attended by 43 officials from8 Asian countries including the
host nati on.

? Training for the private sector

Wth the cooperation of the Association for Overseas
Techni cal Scholarship (AOTS) and JIll, the JPO |ectured on
the subject of industrial property as a whole including
i ndustrial property information searches in the Industrial
Property Training Course, which was held a total of eight
times. The courses were attended by 135 trainees from
Canmbodia, China, India, |Indonesia, Korea, Laos, Malaysia,
Mexi co, Mongolia, Manmar, Papua New Cuinea, Thailand, the
Phi | i ppi nes and the Viet Nam

The JPO received a total of 33 trainees from Canbodi a,
China, India, Indonesia, Laos, Mongolia, Manmar, Papua New
Qui nea, the Philippines, Thailand, Viet Nam and provi ded them
With training courses on trademark exam nation and industri al
property adm ni stration.

c) Publication of intellectual property |aws on CD ROM

The Japan Patent Agency translated the intellectual property
laws of mgjor industrial nations and devel oping countries
into English to assist the intellectual property offices of
devel oping countries who were revising their donestic
intellectual property laws for the WO TRIPS Agreenent by



January 1%, 2000, and required the "Cooperative Wrk of
Information Arrangenent of Foreign Industrial Property
Systens” in CD-ROM form The 1999 version of the CD ROM
i ncludes industrial property right |aws and ordi nances of 22
countries, one region and one organization including:

Australia, Belgium Brazil, Britain, Canada, China, EU,

France, GCermany, Holland, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Korea,

Mal aysi a, New Zeal and, Spain, Singapore, Switzerland, Taiwan,

Thail and, the Philippines, the United States and Viet Nam

The JPO then distributed the CD-ROVM5 to developing APEC
economes in free of charge. In the future, the Agency is
planning to sunmarize IP laws of certain nations

I X. Oher relevant natters:
None
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