Text Processing Task Force

This Space has been created to facilitate discussions on the processing of international
applications in full text format. The term 'full text format’ is used to represent a document format
where the document text is provided in a processible format and only figures and other no-textual
components are provided in an image format.

The International Bureau would like to update the filing, processing and publication of PCT
applications to use a full text format throughout the international phase. This should:

© grow the proportion of applications filed in full text format by making it easier for
applicants to file international applications in full text format with legal certainty;

o deliver more accurate patent information to designated Offices and patent
information users;

© allow patent documents to be presented in different accessible formats,
convenient to the needs of different users;

© reduce formalities errors;

© help compare different versions of a patent application or a patent application
with its priority document; and,

o allow selfservice correction and amendment of patent documents, with
immediate visibility of how the application will appear in formal publication and
other formats.

The associated updates to publication systems also offer an easy route to reliable handling of
applications with color drawings and potential future formats, such as 3D models or videos.

The resulting system should be easier and more beneficial for applicants, patent Offices and
patent information users alike. However, the International Bureau is aware of concerns that need
to be addressed to ensure that it can work effectively and provides the necessary legal certainty in
an international system with roles played by different national Offices and the International Bureau,
in many cases using different IT systems.

The International Bureau has therefore set up the PCT Text Processing Task Force to seek expert
input on technical and legal matters in the development of processing in full text format for all
actions at the International Bureau. This should allow more informed decisions, considering the
interests of Offices, users and other stakeholders worldwide.
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