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Some IP Offices have put in place green Patent Prosecution Highways, known as “PPH”. These
arrangements involve offices working together to share the results of their search and examination.
This enables the partner IP Office to build on the work already done by the first IP Office, thus raising
the chances that all prior art will be identified. This can be expected to improve patent quality. A
green PPH involves collaboration in relation to green patent applications that have been filed in
both countries.

A PPH can speed up the prosecution process, since one office can build on the workalready done by
the partner office. Within a PPH, search and examination results are shared among the participating
offices. However, the decision as to whether to grant the patent rests firmly with each office, in line
with national legislation.

At this time, several offices are reportedly considering implementing a green PPH but not many have
actually put one in place.




